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school. Sinue then he has made numerous
other contributions to the world's body of
written music, notably the ballets Jeux and
Crimen Amoris, four music dramas and
several songs.
DECALOG-UE, dek'alog, the Ten Com-
mandments, which, according to Exodus XX
and Deuteronomy V, were given by God to
Moses on two tables of stone. The Jews
called them the ten words, and the term
decalogue is made up of the Greek words
for ten and word. Christians have divided
the Ten Commandments differently; and in
some Eoman Catholic catechisms the second
Commandment has been united with the first,
and the tenth has been divided into two.
DECATUR, ill., the county seat of Macon
County, thirty-eight miles east of Spring-
field, on the Sangamon River and on the
Illinois Central, the Wabash, the Yandalia
and the Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton rail-
roads. The city is in a fertile agricultural
section, and ships large quantities of grain,
Live stock and coal. There are large grain
elevators, flour mills, railroad shops and
manufactories of iron, agricultural imple-
ments, soda fountains and cereals. The place
was settled in 1830 and was incorporated six
years later. The commission form of govern-
ment was adopted in 1911. Population,
1920, 43,818; in 1930, 57,510, a gain of 31
per cent.
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DECATUB, stephen- (1779-1820), one
of the early heroes of the American navy,
was born in Sinnepuxent, Md. In 1798 he
entered the navy, and in
1803 he was given com-
mand of the Enterprise.
The recapture and de-
struction of the United
States frigate Philadel-
phia, which had been
taken by the Tripolitans,
was a daring act which
won Mm promotion to
the rank of captain. In
1812, while commander
of the frigate United
States, he encountered the British frigate
Macedonian and captured her. On his way
to sea through Long Island Sound, in 1813,
Decatur's vessel was blockaded by the
British fleet, and he was driven into New-
London where he was kept for a year by
a blockade. In 1815 he was sent with a
squadron of nine vessels to the Mediter-
 ranean, captured two Algerine vessels and
compelled the dey of Algiers to negotiate a
treaty. He then entered Tunis and Tripoli,
forced the release of the American prisoners
and obtained satisfaction for past offenses.
His death was caused by a wound received
in a duel with Commodore Barron.
DEC CAN, dek an} a term once applied
to the entire peninsula of India, but which
more precisely refers to the state of Hyder-
abad and those territories which once formed
a part of that Moslem state but which were
ceded to the British in 1859.
DECEMBER, de sem'ber, the twelfth
month of the year. The name comes from
the Latin decem, meaning ten, because in the
Roman year, instituted by Romulus, it con-
stituted the tenth month, the year beginning
with March. In December the sun enters
the tropic of Capricorn and passes the winter
solstice. This month has thirty-one days.
The birthstone for December is the turquoise,
and its special flower is the holly.
Special Days for Observance* Christmas
is the most important festival of the month
of December. See christmas.
Neu. Year's Eve, the last day of the month,
is a time of special festivities.
Forefathers' Day, December 21, is cele-
brated in some parts of New England in
remembrance of the landing of the Pilgrim
Fathers.
Anniversaries for Celebration. The fol-
lowing birthdays of notable persons fall in
December:
Thomas Carlyle, December 4, 1795.
Martin Van Buren, December 5, 1782.
Georg-e A. Custer, December 5, 1839.
Mary Queen of Scots, December 7, 1542.
Eli "Whitney, December 8, 1765.
Joel Chandler Harris, December 8, 184S.
John Milton, December 9, 1608.
William Lloyd  G-arrison,  December  10,   1805.
Edward Eggleston, December 10, 1837.
Phillips Brooks, December 13, 1835.
Jane Austen, December 16, 1775.
Sir Humphry Davy, December 17, 1778.
John G-reenleaf Whittier, December 17,  1807.
"Lyman Abbott, December 18, 1835.
Edward A. MacDowell, December 18, 1861.
Cyrus Townsend Brady, December 20, 1861.
Clara Barton, December 25, 1821.
Sir Isaac Newton, December 25, 1642.
Woodrow Wilson, December 28, 1856.
William E. Gladstone, December 29, 1809.
The following important events occurred
in December:
Reading- in  Congress of President's message
containing* the Monroe Doctrine, December
2, 1823.

